County History

[Source as “The Tennessee Encyclopedia of History and Culture © Tennessee Historical
Society]

One of the oldest Tennessee counties, Hawkins County was first established as a separate
North Carolina county on January 6, 1787, when the state legislature divided Sullivan County,
North Carolina. The original county was quite large, extending from the North Fork of the
Holston River southwestwardly to the "Big Suck" near present-day Chattanooga. Other
counties, or parts of counties, later created from Hawkins include Hancock, Grainger, Jefferson,
Knox, Roane, Meigs, and Hamilton. Prior to its creation by North Carolina, the county was
Spencer County, State of Franklin.
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